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ladies/' the " bigoted chastity commissioners/' and the
aristocrats, whose " privileges were dependent on the
Empress/' who were therefore on her side.

The aristocrats at the Court, whether they defended
Maria Theresa's passionate attachment to the traditions
of the existing order, or Joseph's desire for changes, had
fully expected that Kaunitz would reconcile the Empress
and her son. For many months, however, the Chan-
cellor remained aloof from their quarrels, though it was
generally believed that " in his heart he was on the
young Emperor's side."

Kaunitz, who was an enlightened man, approved of
many of Joseph's reforms, but the Count, who adored
forms and traditions and who made decisions slowly,
must have been deeply shocked by the young man's
impetuosity. Besides, Kaunitz was as devoted to the
Empress as he was capable of being devoted to any other
person. The rows, for this is not too strong a word,
which now disturbed his daily visits to the Hofburg, were
painful to Kaunitz, who loathed uncomfortable situations.

In the middle of 1766 he therefore sent Maria Theresa
his resignation. Naturally he did not mention his real
reasons for wishing to retire. Instead, he said that his
services would no longer be needed, as she had recalled
Count Starhemberg from Paris to be his assistant in
Vienna. Kaunitz preferred giving the impression that
he was jealous of his colleague rather than alluding to
the friction in Maria Theresa's household.

Maria Theresa absolutely refused to accept his
resignation. She returned the document to him and
sent him a letter which clearly showed that her diplomacy
towards her political associates outside her own family
was as persuasive as ever. She tactfully, and apparently
quite casually, referred to Starhemberg as KaunitzV